LETTERS  OF  GERTRUDE  BELL

negotiations, which had been interrupted by His Highness'
abortive campaign above referred to, and a yea* later after the
final signing of the documents, His Highness was invited
fira to a durbar at Koweit to meet the Sheikhs of Koweit and
Mohammerah and other important tribal Sheikhs with whom
we were now in touch; and afterwards to Basrah for a short
visit, in the belief that it would be of interest and value to him
to see the working* and the immense proportions, of a great
military base and port such as Basrah had now become, and
would also be a useful means of demonstrating to the inhabi-
tants of the Basrah Vilayet the very close relations existing
between us and the great Arab Chiefs of the principalities on
their borders.  I remember well with what delight and en-
thusiasm Gertrude Bell entered at this time into all the
arrangements for Sultan Ibn 'Saud's visit, looking forward
keenly as she did to making, the acquaintance of this great and
attra&ive aftor on the Arabian Stage; alike for the immediate
interest of the prospeft and also, I cannot help thinking, in
the latent hope that it might lead to an expedition to his capi-
tal when the clouds of war had dispersed. Ibn Saud, who had
heard me speak of Gertrude Bell and of her pre-war expedi-
tion to Hayil, had never before come in contad with any
European woman and the phenomenon of one of the gentler
sex occupying an official position with a British Expeditionary
Force was one quite outside his bedouin comprehension;
nevertheless when the time came he met Miss Bell with
complete frankness and sangfroid as if he had been associated
with European ladies all his life,

Except tor the interruption of this " royal visit" and an
occasional week end trip to Basrah to enable me to keep la
touch ^with passing events in the sphere of the civil adminis-
tration and to see to the welfare of my wife, who at this time
was engaged in good works among the troops in Bastah, I
was able to remain with Sir Stanley Maude's Headquarters
on the Tigris front throughout the winter campaign, which
saw the recovery of Kut, the sudden crossing ofthe Tigris at
Shitnfan and the subseqent advance on Bagdad, ending in
on the iith of March